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First Year Students 2025/2026



1st Year Head of Year 25/26

First Year Head of Year: Ms Carr

My Role:

• Act as a liaison between home and school.

• Offer assistance to students as they adjust to their first year.

• Aid students in understanding and adhering to our school's 
Code of Behaviour.

• Collaborating with a team of tutors.

• Conducting regular check-ins.

• Providing comprehensive support to facilitate learning.



Year Head 2025/26

Ms N Carr

Class Names: Values I hold for this year group, as 
Gaeilge

• Dínit (dignity)

• Cineáltas (kindness)

• Misneach (courage)

• Bród (pride)

Students will not be divided into their base class 
groups until their start date in August.



Tutors – each Rang

• Friendly face for your child.

Friendly

• Help transition from primary to secondary school.

Help

• Monitor journal/uniform/equipment/attendance

Monitor

12 minutes 
every 

morning



School 
Support 
Structures

Principal

Mr N. Kelly

Deputy Principal 

Ms E. Morrow

Year Head

Ms N. Carr

Tutors

Class 
Teachers

AEN Team 

Ms C. Fitzgerald Aherne

Ms A. O’Hanlon

Mr R. Ward

Ms O. Doyle
Communication Path: 

Page 2 of the 
student journal

Guidance 
Counsellors:

Ms. Ward
Ms. Fitzgerald



Extra-curricular Activities
Art Club

Sports Clubs - Basketball/Football/Athletics/GAA

Student Council

Science Club

Environmental Club

Math Club

Irish Dancing

Chess club

Themed Weeks – Wellbeing/Seachtain na 
Gaeilge/Sports/Science/Maths/Languages/College 
Awareness



Positive Reinforcement 

• Journal

• Postcards

• Positive phone calls

• Reports

• Awards

• Certificates



Journal

• Signature of parent/guardian and student 
commitment to the GCC Polices

• Timetable – Plan for the next day

• Record homework

• Absence notes

• Word of The Week

• Signed each week

• Parental involvement in school life is associated with 
improved school performance



School Day

• School Begins:​

• Tutorial Time: 8:08​

• School Finishes​:

• 2:45 Monday –
Thursday 

& 12:55 Friday

CLASS​
TIME

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

8:08​

8:20

9:00​

10:00​

11:00​ Break Break​ Break​ Break​ Break​

11:15​

12:15​ Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

12:45​ 12:55 Finish

13:45​

14:45​



School 
Uniform

GCC School Uniform 

Available at: Schoolwear House

Boys Girls School Jacket School Shoes

GCC navy crested sweater

Pale blue shirt

Navy trousers

Black or Navy socks

GCC School tie

GCC navy crested sweater

Pale blue shirt

GCC skirt/navy trousers

Navy knee high socks or tights

GCC School tie

GCC School navy
crested Soft Shell Jacket

Or

GCC School Navy Regatta 
Jacket

Solid formal polishable black shoes

Shoes must be completely black including the 
sole, upper and laces.

No visible logos, stripes or brand labels, white, 
off-white or tan soles.



GCC
Uniform



Footwear

Solid formal polishable shoes. No visible logos or stripes





Supportive Footwear for PE



Working cohesively for the 
benefit of each student

• School

• Student

• Home

• Wider Community



Parent’s 
Association

Email: Griffennccparents@gmail.com

Facebook: Griffeen Community College 

Parents

mailto:Griffennccparents@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/524368624872840/


Guidance 
Counsellor

Ms Ward

audreyward@griffeencc.ie

mailto:audreyward@griffeencc.ie


Whole School Guidance
Personal and Social Guidance

This area empowers students to make 

decisions, solve problems, change 

behaviour and resolve issues in their 

lives, through –

- individual counselling,

- group counselling,

- referral to a counsellor or other 
outside agency.

Educational Guidance

This area of Guidance recognises 

students’ different learning abilities 

and their inherent talents. Each 

student is encouraged to optimise 

their learning skills. This involves –

- helping students with choices as 

with subjects, courses and levels,

- aiding motivation and 

management of learning,

- showing students how to use 

available resources, study skills 

and exam techniques.

Career and Vocational Guidance

This area of Guidance helps 

students to identify career and 

vocational goals by developing their 

self-analysis skills and sourcing and 

managing career information. This 

involves –

- having an understanding 

of the pathways into 

higher education,

- making and carrying out 

appropriate life choices 

and plans,

- practising interview techniques, 

CV writing and cover letters,

- identifying strengths and 

weakness from the results of 

various interest and aptitude tests,

- becoming aware of 
employment opportunities.



Whole School 
Guidance Delivery

• All subjects

• All experiences

• Specific subjects/classes

• Small Groups

• One-to-one appointments



Confidentiality

• As mandated persons none of us can promise 
complete confidentiality.

• If a student comes to any of us and discloses 
something, we remind them that if they are at risk or 
another person they talk about is at risk, we have to 
inform our DLP.

• Our DLP is Mr Kelly (Principal) and our DDLP is Ms 
Morrow (Deputy Principal).

• We will share information on a need-to-know basis 
only.



• Look after each other.

• I’m here to support all students and 
parents and guardians along with 
Tutors, Year-Head, Subject Teachers, 
AEN dept., Management Team...etc.

• Particular focus on our 1st Years.

• Stay positive & encouraging.

• Take it one step at a time.

• We’re in this together.

• Contact us with any concerns you may 
have – vsware, email, phone, TEAMs.





AENCO and 
Year Zero 

Year Head: 
Ms O'Hanlon

aynohanlon@griffeecc.ie



Additional/Special
Educational Need

• AEN/SEN Team

• Who are we?

• Mr Ward

• Ms Fitzgerald Ahearne

• Ms O'Hanlon

• Ms Doyle

• & 

• All Teaching Staff



How do we 
support 

our pupils?

Whole School approach

Transition and Transfer

Mainstream mixed ability classes

Emphasis on literacy and numeracy

Co - teaching *

Class tutor/Year Head

School Guidance

Student Council

SNA Team

SET Team: Co –Teaching/withdrawal

Student Support Team

EAL Team – English as an Additional Language

Designated Liaison/ Deputy Designated Liaison Person



Continuum of 
Support



Testing & 
Support 

• TESTING:

• CAT4 & New Group Reading Test.

• Baseline data added to Primary Passport.

• Transition Programme:

• Belonging Plus

• Support offered by:

• Co-teaching in-class

• Small group withdrawal,

• In exceptional circumstances 1-1

• Evidence based programmes from the NCSE:

• Rapid plus, People Skills, Getting it Together, 
ALERT to name a few.

• Special Needs Assistants (SNA)



MIT 
Payment 
System 
A quick guide for parents

Ms Megan Byrne



What is 
MIT?

• MIT is a securely hosted web-enabled system where a parent/guardian 
can make an online payment for their child(ren)

• The purpose of MIT is to make payments online easier for 
parent/guardians and to eliminate the use of Cash in our schools. 



Where to access MIT?

https://griffeencc.ie/



Parent Log in portal
• Click CREATE ACCOUNT  
• Here you will need:

• Student First Name 
• Surname
• PPSN



Quick Tip!

• Use Google chrome when accessing 
MIT payment system 

• Try, where possible, to use 
desktop/laptop over mobile site as this 
is more user friendly



A quick 
sidenote

• The names must be spelt the exact 
same way as the school has created the 
student’s account

• If you see No Match Found, please 
contact the school and ask to check the 
exact spelling of your child’s name

• The MIT rollover of students for 2025 
has NOT taken place yet, you will not be 
able to register and pay fees at this 
moment.



Principal 
Mr. Kelly



from current first years



What students will learn

During Junior Cycle, a student will learn through:

• A number of subjects, or through a combination of subjects and short courses.

• An area of learning called Wellbeing.

• L2LP – provided to a small number of students with significant special educational 
needs (SEN).

• Other learning experiences.



Enabling young people to protect 
and promote their own wellbeing 

and that of others

The four main pillars:
• Civic, Social and Political 

Education (CSPE)
 (Examined by 1 CBA in 2nd or 3rd 

year)

• Physical Education (PE)
 (Examined by 1 CBA in 2nd year & 1 

CBA in 3rd year)

• Social, Personal and Health 
Education (SPHE)
 (Including RSE - Examined by 1 CBA 

in 2nd or 3rd year)

• Guidance education.



Classroom Based Assessments 

Assessment of Junior Cycle includes Classroom Based Assessments (CBAs).

• CBAs are completed by students during 2nd & 3rd year.

• In Third Year the students complete an Assessment Task based on their CBA 
experience.

• A final written exam in June of 3rd Year



Core Subjects

• Irish

• English

• Math

• History

• Geography

• Science

• Spanish

• Religious Education 



Core Subjects

• CSPE

• SPHE including RSE Module 

• PE 

• Wellbeing – Rotation of:

• Art

• Leadership skills

• Typing

• Learning to Learn/Belonging 
Plus



Students will select two subjects from the following:

• Art

• Material Technology Wood (MTW)

• Technical graphics

• Business

• Coding & Digital Media Literacy short course (Two Courses)

• Home Economics*

Subject choices will be made through VSware and this will go live to parents on Tuesday 
19th March 2025 and close Wednesday 9th April 2025.

Parents Informed of Option Choices - late June.

Tutor classes will not be decided until late August 2025.

Option Subject  



Fees & 
Voluntary 
Contributions

Year 
Group

Voluntary 
Contribution

Fixed Cost 
Fee

Total

First 
Year

*€70 €60 €130

All fees can be viewed in the voluntary 
contribution policy



Promotion 
of a Positive
Code of 
Behaviour



Deputy 
Principal 

• Ms Morrow



MIT MS 365 Vsware
www.griffeencc.ie

http://www.griffeencc.ie/


Books & Resources

Schoolbooks:

• Available through the new school 
books grants system

Additional Resources:

• Copies, pens, calculators etc.

• Lost items – replaced by the parent



Technology In GCC
Supported By 

Wriggle
Digital device:

 Purchased from Wriggle online store

Device
Fully managed by wriggle

Parent packs:
Store code for GCC
Link & code available on Griffeen CC website

Visit the Wriggle Website at any time on www.wriggle.ie

http://www.wriggle.ie/


Top Tip

Keep a copy of passwords:

• Students VSWare

• Digital device

• Microsoft account

• eBook



Digital Device 

• Purchased from Wriggle Learning 

• Lenovo 300w Yoga 11.6\" Gen 4 (Intel) 8GB/128GB Win 
11

• Price: €579

• Heavy Duty Case €50 

• Wriggle Services and Support for 6 years €120. 



DDLETB & Wriggle
1-1 Schools, New 
Parent Webinar

• All info, links to wriggle 
and store codes can be 
found on our website: 

First Year 2025-2026 | 
Griffeen Community College

https://griffeencc.ie/Page/First-Year-2025-2026/917688/Index.html


Online Store 

Online Store Opens: 

8th April

Store Closes: 

24th June 

• Wriggle Learning! FREE access to 100s of short training 
videos in safely using technology for learning for 
parents and students on Wriggle Connect. 

• Device Management license 

• Classroom Management and Web Content Filtering

• Provisioned Educational Apps available on your device

• Insurance offering available at time of purchase or 
alternatively at https://wriggle.ie/parents/ordering/
insurance-repairs

https://wriggle.ie/parents/ordering/


VSware



VSware 

• VSware is an account used by the 
school to track student information 
such as timetables, attendance and 
personal details.

• All parents and students can create 
their own student account.



VSware Login



Parental 
View 



Parent View for Individual Student



Subject Options 



Parent View for Individual Student



Attendance





Submitting an absence request





Weekly Lessons, Teachers, Classrooms

Time of Day



Contact Details

Phone: (01) 6212392

Email: info@griffeencc.ie

Follow our progress:

o Website: www.griffeencc.ie

o Twitter: @GriffeenCC

o Facebook: Griffeen Community College

mailto:info@griffeencc.ie
http://www.griffeencc.ie/


Thank you all for coming! 
Slán abhaile.


